
HEPATITIS
C 
IS...

Easy to test

Easy to get

Easy to treat

HEP C
 TREATMENT

HAS
CHANGED

AFTER

4-12 WEEKS
TEST FOR CURE

1800 437 222  www.hepqld.asn.au
PO Box 3150, Norman Park QLD 4170

FINISHED TREATMENT?
You will need to have a blood test 4-12 weeks
after you take your last tablet. This test will tell
you if you have been cured of hep C.

TREATMENT IS AVAILABLE 
AT SOME COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS LOCATIONS. 

CALL 1800 437 222 FOR MORE INFO.

Yes, you can get hep C again, even after
you have been cured by treatment. Using
or getting a tattoo in prison can put you at
risk.

CAN I GET HEP C AGAIN?
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NO
RISK

Sharing food, drinks,
plates, cups, knives,

forks and spoons

YOU CAN'T GET 
HEPATITIS C FROM:

Spitting, coughing
or sneezing

Blood transfusions / medical procedures
in Australia after 1990

Sharing toilets,
sinks and showers

Hugging or kissing

There isn't a
vaccination for
hep C.
Encourage your
friends and
family to get
treated when
you do.



Easy to get

Sharing injecting equipment, including
fits and tourniquets
Being injected by other people
Getting a prison or backyard tattoo, or
sharing the ink
Sharing personal grooming items like
toothbrushes, razors and hair
clippers.

Hep C is a blood borne virus. This means
blood from one person who has the hep
C virus gets into another person’s blood.

This can happen by:

Easy to test Easy to treat

Having hep C in your blood causes
inflammation of your liver which can
cause damage or scarring. Over time
this can cause cirrhosis or liver cancer.

LIVING WITH CIRRHOSIS?

ANTIBODY 
TEST

If you have ever
had the hep C virus
in your blood.

PCR
TEST

If you have hep C
now and need
treatment.

Treatment can sometimes be more complicated with cirrhosis – you may need to see a specialist and have
other tests done. Even if you clear hep C you will still need to have regular liver check ups every 6 months.

Tablets for 8 to 12 weeks
Take your tablets every day
Doesn't make you sick
95% chance of being cured
Treatment is available in prison and in
the community.

Talk to the hep C nurse as soon as you
know
You will get your meds to take home.

Ask your doctor to access your blood test
results. This will save time and your veins.

STARTED TREATMENT BUT GETTING
RELEASED?

HAD ALL THE BLOOD TESTS DONE BUT
GETTING RELEASED?

TREATMENT IS

JUST TABLETS
NO INJECTIONS!

Put in a request form to medical
You will need a fingerstick test or blood test 

GETTING TESTED & TREATED INSIDE IS EASY

FINGERSTICK TEST
If available in your centre, this test uses a few
drops of blood from a prick of your finger. The
result will show if you have hep C now and
need treatment. 

BLOOD TEST
A nurse will take blood from a vein to test for
hep C. There are two parts to this test:

DON'T HAVE ANY
SYMPTOMS?

You may not look or
feel sick but you can

still have hep C.


